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Issue #2 : Winter 2005

What a great season!

2004 marked CFL Pop Warner’s fifth season of youth tackle football in Cadillac.

We’ve nearly double in participation in those fives years, from 63 football players in 2000 to 105 football players and cheerleaders in 2004.

Some 2004 milestones:

· Cadillac YMCA sponsored football camp held.

· Cheerleading added to the program.

· League shirts available for the first time.

· Practice equipment added: 2 positions on hitting sled (now 4 total), five additional hitting dummies purchased.

· League website construction started.

· Coaches CPR training before season.

2004 Recap:
For the 2004 season, Junior PeeWee (8 – 10 year olds) were split into three teams for the first time. These three teams competed well, ending a combined 10-7-1 record, despite having experienced players and coaches spread through 3 teams rather than two. To avoid Cadillac vs Cadillac games, two of these teams played in a new division which included teams from Traverse City, Mesick, Frankfort and Kingsely.

The Junior Midget team completed yet another undefeated season, going 5-0.

Records are never the best gage of success. The players on these four teams made a commitment to be a member of a team, support that team and learn this sport. It takes a tremendous amount of discipline and hard work to progress, compete and succeed in football, (or any other extra curricular activity). Every participant that made it from beginning to end has shown a desire to achieve. This kind commitment, applied to other tasks in life, is sure to make these kids successful adults.    

Looking forward 2005:
Sign up dates will be set in February, with sign ups expected to take place some time in May.

The next regular board meeting of 2005 will be held at Eldorado on Thursday, February 17 at 7:00 pm. Anyone interested in participating in the league or simply asking questions or making suggestions is welcome to attend.

In 2005 we hope to continue to improve the practice equipment that is used to coach the players. The hitting sled that was purchased in 2003 and expanded in 2004 is modular, which means we can continue to expand it until we have a full 7-position sled. We will also be refurbishing some of the older equipment and replacing equipment that has been worn out over the years. Options to replace the rented storage unit that holds equipment now are also being considered. If you have any suggestions, comments or key contacts that could help with improving our equipment storage please share them.

Our website is up and running and nearly complete. You can find league information, pictures and contacts on the website at www.cflvikings.com. Other useful websites are www.popwarner.com and www.ymcafootball.com. We hope to have on-line registration available for this season and, during the season, weekly updates on game results, schedules, etc.

On the back of this newsletter, you will find a copy of all the Cadillac News articles for our league from the 2004 season. Also, with this newsletter, is a copy of the 2005 football and cheer applications. It’s never too early to get signed up!

If you should have any questions, concerns or comments about CFL, please feel free to contact Brian Priddle @ 920-8665 anytime.

Look forward to seeing you for the 2005 season.
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The CFL Board

  

 Brian Priddle              Brad Marine             John Buckley                 Sue Baker                 Alan Parcell        Dana Farve

   

  James Charles              Craig Belt                      Dave Cook                 Steve Donohue           Glenn Bartholomew
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